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REVELATION XV. 3. 
Axp THEY SNG THE SonG or MoSES THE SER= 
VANT OF GOD, AND THE SONG OF THE LAMB, 
SAYING, GREAT AND MARVELLOUS ARE THY 


Works, Loxp Gop ALMIOHT VJ; JusT anD 
TRUE ARE THY WAYS, THOU King OF SAINTS. 


HEN our beſt and deareſt friends are 
17 removed by the hand of death from 
the preſent ſtate, our thoughts naturally follow 
them into that upon which they have entered; 


and we can hardly forbear enquiring, where 


their diſembodied ſpirits reſide; and how _ 
are employed; 


Upon theſe points we may derive great ati. 
faction from the Goſpel of our divine Redeemer, 
where we are taught, with as much clearneſs as 
infinite wiſdom judged requiſite; in what man- 
ner the ſouls of men are diſpoſed of when they 
leave the body, and how they are ſeverally en⸗ 
aged according to their WE characters. 


As the proſpects which divine revelation diſ- 
cloſes concerning the wicked: and ungodly are 


very gloomy and terrifying, ſo the views which 
it yen us of the condition and employments of 
B the 
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the fpirits of the juſt made perfect are very de- 
Lehtful and tranſporting; the conſideration of 
which may well reconcile us to the loſs of their 


Preſence and company here upon earth. 


We have the fulleſt aſſurance that ſuch as die 
in the Lord are unſpeakably bleſſed; that they 
are fixed in a ftate of perfect purity and joy 
and perpetually engaged i in ſervices of the moſt 
deſirable and exalted nature. The Text ac- 
quaints us with one of their leading employments. 
* They ling the ſong of Mdfes the Servant of 
God, and the ſong & the Lamb, fay ing, Great and 
marvellous are thy Works, Lord Go Almighty : 
juſt and true ate thy ways, thou King of Saints.“ 


"Th the beginning of this Chapter the Apoſtle 
' John, to whom the ſtate of the church in future 
ages: was revealed-in.a ſucceſſion of ſtriking and 
remarkable viſions, acquaints us with the view he 
had of the ſeven laſt plagues wnich ſhould be 
| poured, out upon it's adverſaries, previous to it 8 

ſtate of diltinguifhed: proſperity and glory. —— 
„And I ſaw another. ſign in heaven, ver. 1. 


great and marvellous, ſeven angels having the 
ſeven laſt plagues, for in them is filled up the 


wrath of God.“ But while he was called to 
be ua wWirneſs of the awful preparations which 
were madle for the puiiſhment of the enemies 


of wo and his church, he was favoured with 
a lively | 


o 
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a lively repreſentation alſo of the ſafety and hap- 
pineſs of thoſe who had kept their garments un- 


ſpotted by the corruptions of Antichriſt, and 


had been enabled to perſevere in the practice 
of true and undefiled religion to the end of 


their warfare. For it follows, ver. 2. And 1 


ſaw as it were a fea of glaſs mingled with fire, 
and them that bad gotten the victory. over the 
beaſt, and over his image, and over his mark, 
and over the number of his name, ſtand on the 

ſea of glaſs, having the harps of God: and they 
ling the ſong of Moſes the Servant of God, and 
the ſong of the Lamb, faying, Great and marvel- 
lous are thy Works, Lord God Almighty; Juſt 
| and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints.” 


In this connection do the words of the Text 
ſtand: and although they more immediately re- 
fer to that ſtate of pure and perfect bliſs to which 

they ſhould be advanced who vigoroully oppoſed 
the errors, and withſtood the rage of Antichriſt, 


and through the aſſiſlance of heaven continued | 


faithful unto death; yet are they deſcriptive o 
the ſtate and empioyment of all true Believers 
upon their removal from the preſent world. Ac- 
cording to this latitude of interpretation chere 
ns; we ſhall, | | 


| I Conſider i in general che view here given us 
of the Joyful employment of glorified ſpirits. 
B 2 5 II. Ay 
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| Ii. Attend more particularly to the SubjeR- 
matter of this ſong. © 


III. Add ſuch tiloGioas as may occur from a 
review of the whole. 


21. Conũider in general the view which the 
1 ext gives us of the joyful employment of glo- 
rified ſpirits. © They ſing the ſong of Moſes the 
ſervant of God and the ſong of the Lamb.” 


The idea which men have univerſally formed of 
the heavenly world is that of a ſtate of perfect and 
permanent happineſs. The Heathens had their 
Elyſian Fields; and the Mahometans have their 
Senſual Paradiſe, But! it is the Chriſtian Reve- 
lation alone that has given us conſiſtent and ra- 
tional notions on this ſubject, and at the ſame 


time poſitive and convincing evidence of the 


certainty of Eternal Life. There we are taught 
to conceive of it as a ſtate of intellectual and mo- 
ral perfection, where every poſſible evil is ex- 
cluded, and every poſſible good enjoyed by the 
happy inhabitants. The deſcriptions given of 
this ſtate are moſtly figurative, no other language 
being capable of conveying the ſublime idea of 
perfect happineſs. And as the language of joy 
is generally i in Anthem and Song, the Spirit of 
Inſpiration, in condeſcenſion to human feelings, 

bas 2 885 this mode 3 others of elevat - 


ing | 


Phd Ws. r 
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ing our conceptions of Celeſtial Bliſs, This is the 


image adopted in the text; and it is very expreſ- 
five of the harmony and felicity of glorified 
ſaints. It intimates to us that they are perfectly 
happy in themſelves, and perfectly ſatisfied with 
one another. While the friends they have left 


on earth are ſtruggling with various infirmities, 


conflicting with numerous temptations, and ex- 
poſed to the heavy ſtrokes of adverſity, they are 


eternally exempted from every human frailty and 


every painful ſenſation. While ſuch as were once 
united to them by the firmeſt bonds of nature 
and affection are bemoaning the loſs of them here 
below, they are rejoicing in the happy exchange 
they have made above. While thoſe to whom 
they were once dear weep over their remains on 
earth, they with unutterable tranſport ſing and 
exult in heaven. There do they tune their 


voices to heavenly anthems, and join an innu- 


merable choir in chanting the ſongs of paradiſe. 
For © in God's preſence is fulneſs of joy, and 


at his right-hand are pleaſures for ever more.” 


Pialm xvi. 11. 


Were theſe departed ſpirits witneſſes to | the 
grief—did they behold the tears of their earthly 


relatives and friends on their. account, and were- 


they permitted to addreſs them, their language 
would be, + Weep not for us, for we are joy- 
ful: let not the thoughts of our departure trau- 
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ble you: for ic hath proved to us the ſource of 


In heaven then all glorified ſpirits, as the effect 
of iaward j joy, ſing aloud: and the ſong which 
there employs their tongues is called © the ſang 
of Moſes the Servant * God and the ſong of the 


Lamb.” 


1. They are repreſented as ſinging the ſong of 
Moſes the Servant of God. 


This refers, we apprehend, to the celebrated 
ſong of this eminent lawgiver upon the dehver- 
ance of the children of 1irael. out of Egypt, re- 
corded in the 15th chapter of Exodus. And 
faints in glory are ſaid to ſing this ſong, becauſe 
there is a great affinity in point of ſentiment. be- 
tween the ſacred ode of Moles, and. that here 
regited --- 


The 3 of Moſes, was a ſong of ginwph 
over the malicious and cruel enemies of the 
children of Iſrael.— A ſong, in which the me- 
morable exertions of divine power and mercy 
in their behalf, were faithfully recorded; the 
deſtruction of their enemies ſtrikingly deſcribed; 
the happy effects of their deliverance juſtly fore- 
told; and their thankful oblations nn, _ 


upon the altar of Jehovah. | 3 


In 


. 2. TY 


3 ſacred joy. 


121 
In like manner the ſong in which all the ſaints 
ſhall 3 Join in heaven is a ſong of triumph over 


enemies far more dangerous and powerful, and 


of praiſe- for a ſalvation much. more noble in 
it's nature, and much more beneficial in it's ef- 


fects—a ſalvation in which divine power, good- 


neſs and mercy. are wonderfully. diſplayed, and 
for which the objects of it are laid, under infinite 
* ta the eternab God. 


As dhe Iſraelites, when they had ſafely crofled 
the threatening ſea, and had, ſet their feet, upon 


dry ground, triumphantly rehearſed: the. praiſes; 


of that Almighty Deliverer, who had marvel- 


louſiy preſerved them, while: he took vengeance 
upon their adverſaries ; ſo the children of God, 


When they have ſafcly eroſſed the ſea, of hu- 


man life, and, ſet their feet upon the heavenly. 


Plains, (hall, lift up their voices in ſongs of 
praiſe. to that Almighty; Being who hath brought 
them ſafely thither. Then ſhall they triumph 


in their compleat victory, not merely over 


temporal, but alſo over all ſpiritual enemies, 


te enemies of their inward, peace, and the op- 
poſers of their final happineſs, And then ſhall 


they bleſs the power and grace of Jehovah, 


for the enjoyments not only of earthly but hea- 
voenly bleſſings, with ſentiments of the warmeſt 


gratitude and love, and od the watt len 
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cc They ſhall fing the ſong of __— the Ser 
vant ef God.” . 


This is the nee here given of thine eminent 
Lawgiver, and a truly honourable one it is. He in- 
deed may be thus ſtiled in a peculiar manner; 
he bore a diſtinguiſned part, as the Miniſter of 
Gods, in the government of his ancient people; 
he was employed in the execution of various im- 
portant affairs as the Meſſenger of Heaven; and 
gave many ſtriking proofs of his fidelity and zeal 
in the divine ſervice. This title, although in a 
leſs diſtinguiſhing ſenſe, is given to all the ſaints. 
They are the ſervants of the living God; his 
faithful and obedient ſervants; who reverence 
his authority, and are conformed to his will. 
And a Badge of true dignity it certainly is.—A 
name this which confers much greater honour 

upon us than the enjoyments of any of thoſe 
pompous titles which human vanity hath invented, 

and by which ſo many are anxiouſly Qeltyous of 
Ping e Bot, 1 25 


= . The ſaints i in heaven are repreſented as fng: 
| ing the ſong of the Lamb, Fo 


"By the Lamb here no doubt is meant che Son 
of God; the ſaviour of periſhing finners: and he 
js here, and in various other parts of ſacred writ, 
| ſpoken of as a Lamb, not BY in reference ta 

| the 


"B17 

the meekneſs and gentleneſs which he diſcovered 
when here upon earth, but alſo to the ſacrifice 
which he made of himſelf to ſatisfy divine juſtice, 
and to procure pardon and ſalvation for his peo- 
ple: of which the Paſchal Lamb, among vari- 
ous other facrifices under the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, was a lively type. See John i, 29. 1 Cor, 
v. 7. and 1 Pet. i. 19, 


Now ſaints in glory are here faid to fing the 
ſong of the Lamb; or a ſong in which they are 
inſtructed by the Lamb of God; which has re- 


ſpect to the great and glorious deliverance which 


he hath wrought out for them, and which 
abounds with aſcriptions of praiſe to his power 


From the repreſentations of the goſpel we 
learn that ſalvation by Chriſt will be one lead- 
ing topic of contemplation and triumph in the 
heavenly world, and that while the work itſelf 
will be the ſubject of admiration and joy, the 
divine author of it will meet with the loudeſt 


acclamations of praiſe. Thus we are told in 


another part of this prophecy of John, that he 
heard the redeemed ſing a new ſong to the Lamb, 
ſaying, * Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the ſeals thereof; for thou waſt ain, and 
haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every 
3 and tongue, and people, and nation: and 


haſt 


| 120 J 

ha made us unto. our God kings and prieſts,” 
It is added, And J bebeld, and I heard: the 
voice of many angels round about the throne, 
and the baaſts, and the elders; and the num- 
ber of them was tan thouſand times ten thou- 
land, and thouſands' of thouſands 3 ſaying with 
2 loud voice, Worchy is tha Lamb that was ſlain 
to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. 
Bleſſing, and hongur, and glory, and power, 
be: unte him that ſitteth upon. the throne, and = 
vnto the Lamb, fog ever rand ever.” Rev. v. 
>. 0 GH, | 


44 glorified Lines; once joined their feeble. 
voices in praiſing their Redeemer in the church. 
militant, ſo in much more melodious and ele- 
vated, ſtrains ſhall, they magnify. his name in 
the church triumphant, To him they will then 
feel themſelves, to be under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions; and theſe obligations it will be their con- 
ſtant endeavour to diſcharge: One way of doing; 
which certainly will be by — forth his 
has Aut we proceed, 


II. Teen more particularly. to the ſubject. 
matter of this ſong, as given us in the text. 


„Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
12 God. __ _ * true eee ways, . 


i 


40 
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As nothing trifling or fooliſh can employ the 
thoughts of glorified ſpirits, ſo nothing mean or. 
low can be the ſubject of their public acts of de- 


votion. As in heaven God ſhall. be praiſed 
with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity, ſo ſhall 


he be praiſed under a deep ſenſe of his infinite, 
excellencies, and which ſuch diſpoſitions as they 
ought ta produce in the foul, Yea one- chief 
employment of the celeſtial inhabitants will be ta 
explore and celebrate the Perfections and Works 
of God; in doing which there. will be found am- 
ple room for the moſt ſtrenuous. exertion of their 
enlarged powers, and an. inexhauſtible fund for 
pleaſure and improvement. The ſong of Moſes 
and. the Lamb touches upon very important ſub- 


jects, and ſuch, as ſaints in glory will love to ce- 
lebrate. | 


1. The great and wonderous nature of the 
Works of God ſhall be made the ſubject of 


| | devout and joyful celebration in the world of 


err. 


The Works of God are various; but as they 
are all uniformiy great and good, they con- 
ſequently furniſh abundant matter for admiration 
and Ws 


For Fi WO if we attentively ſarvey the - 


Works of Creation, as far as they: are manifeſt 
2814 7 to 


* 
to human knowledge and obſervation, what won- 
ders of power, wiſdom and goodneſs are there 
diſplayed! How vaſt the objects which preſent 
themſelves to our view! How elevating the ideas 
which croud in upon our minds! We are loſt 
in the boundleſs extent; and while our thoughts 
traverſe the univerſe, viſit the immenſe heavenly 
bodies that roll around us, examine the earth on 
which we tread, and are intently fixed upon the 
almoſt endleſs objects of curious and uſeful in- 
veſtigation in vegetative, animal, and rational 
life, we are overwhelmed with aſtoniſhment, and 
may well cry out with awe profound, © Lo theſe 
are a part of his ways, -but how little a portion 1s 
heard of him?” Job xxvi. 14. Who by ſearch- 
ing can find out God ? who can find out the Al- 
mighty unto perfection Job xi. 7, 


Again, if we ſurvey the footſteps of God's 
Providence, What great and wonderous things do 
we there behold! The plan of his natural and 
moral government is every way worthy of him by 
whom it was laid, and equally illuſtrates the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power, the depths of his 

wiſdom, and the riches of his goodneſs ; the ob- 
ject of it is beyond expreſſion great; the execu- 
tion of it indiſputably wonderful. As the pur- 
poles which heaven effects in the eourſe of re- 
volving ages are important and venerable; ſo the 
meaſures taken for this end are exceeding myſte- 
"Fa, | 3 ; rious. 
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rious. Clouds and Darkneſs are often round the 
Almighty's throne, and we ſeek in vain to pe- 


netrate through the diſtreſſing gloom and learn 
what are the deſigns of heaven. 


When vice is triumphant, and righteouſneſs is 
openly depreſſed—when the wicked remarkably 


proſper, and the righteous are ſorely afflicted 


when diſſolute and profligate lives are long conti- 
nued, and very uſeful and deſirable ones are taken 
away—when the riſing hopes of godly families are 
ſuddenly cut off, and the vain deſires of the profane 
are repeatedly gratified--when theſe events happen, 
as they often do, the dim eye of human intellect 


is ſorely perplexed in it's reſearches ; it's views 
are confuſed and uncertain, vain man is hereby 


powerfully taught his own ignorance, and meets 


with a ſtriking comment upon that declaration of 


God himſelf, Thar as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, ſo his ways are higher than our ways, 
and his thoughts than our thoughts. 


The Works of Creation 4 Providence are 
then great and marvellous; and no leſs ſo are thoſe 


which are diſtinguiſhed by the pleaſing title 


of his Works of Grace, 


tans wet ett et is the Work 


of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt | It's wonders 


increaſe upon us in proportion as we make 
5 | . it 


(4) 5 


it the ſubject of cloſe inveſtigation, The bet» 
ter it is underſtood, the more it is admired x 
it is the moſt glorious of all the works of 
God; and which not only human, but alſo 
angelic powers may well contemplate with 
fleafing aſtoniſhment. In this great deſign the 
Perfections of Deity woriderfully concenter, and 
ſhine with peculiar brightneſs—*® For great is 
the myſtery of godlineſs. God manifeſt in the 
fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received 3 ge” I Tim. ji. 16. 


| "lend as the work of Redemption is in ſelf great 
and marvellous, ſo the methods which have 
been, and ſtill are taken to ſpread the knowledge 
and impart the bleſſings of it, are truly memor- 
able alſo. Great and marvellous have been the 
works of God to ſupport the caufe and bleſs the 


3 followers of his Son, as well as to curb the rage 


and fruſtrate the deſigns of his and their imbit- 
tered enemies; to dethrone ſin; to eſtabliſh truth, 
righteouſneſs, and peace on the eafth; to gather 
in his elect; and to prepare the vey for the hand 
neral confurnmativn of all r I | 


Iͤ̃!hbeſe great a marvellous 5 of God are 
the objects of every humble Chriſtian's ſerious 
contemplation and grateful praiſe here upon 


earth; but in a more peculiar manner the Text 
T aſſures 


„ 


in all their magnitude and beauty. 


Wo 
aſſures tis they will be ſo in heaven. In that 
happy fate the ſouls of men will have much 
more accurate and extenſive views of the works 
of God in their connection, amplitude, and uſe, 
than they can poſſibly have at preſent: and as 
their views are enlarged, matter for Rs will 
ey SORT I increaſe. 


The vaſt Works of Cialis will be * ſeen 
Many glo- 
rious effects of God's cteative power, of Which 
we have now no knowledge, will then beUiſcloſedz 
and ſuch as ate at preſent very obſcurely diſeern- 


ed will then lie « open to the free inſpection of evety 


enquiring ſdul. From an elevated point will 
glorified ſpirits forvey the Works of Creation, 


and be pleaſingly aſtoniſhed at their altrioſt bound- 


leſs ithitenſity, their ſeveral deperidencies upon 
each other, their beautiful order and gradation, 


and the unirell teſtimony they bear to che power 


and goodneſs of God their Maker. 


Then alſo the great deſigns of Providence will 


be laid open in all their luſtre and glory. As 


the intellectual fight; will be then amazingly 
ſtrengthened and improved; iq the darkneſs 


which now veils many of God's providential diſ- 
penſations ſhall then be diſperſed, and in the. 
clear light of truth and knowledge ſhall they be 
ſeen and idveſtigated by every glorified believer. 


And 


/ 
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Add then alſo. hall the godlike purpoſes of 
divine Grace to ſave many ſinners from hell, 
and bring them to heaven, be diſplayed in all 


their lovelineſs; their origin and end will be 


fully diſeloſed, and furniſh the ſaints in glory 


with rich occaſion for admiration and joy. Theſe 
great and marvellous works of God will be then 
— * and harmoniouſiy celebrated. 


* 


Wb we are Wenn hete below in a "2M 
of great darkneſs and perplexity, contracted in 
our views, and often miſtaken in our apprehen- 
ſions, our dear deceaſed friends who have depart- 


ed hence in the faith, and whoſe abſence from us 
we are ready to regret, are contemplating in per- 
fect light the glory of their Maker's works, and 
aſctibing loud and deſerved praiſes to creating 


. £25 Made . and nn. mee. 


aa eee thy works, Lord God 
Almighty. 


The infinite Power of God, which is a juſt 
object of terror to the wicked; which alarms 
ef Pe golty in this otld; and which. | 
will inevitably plunge them into perdition in the 
next, is the ſource of conſolation and the ſubject 


of praiſe to all true believers. Holy pleaſure 
mixed with ſolemn awe attends a contemplative 


view of this divine attribute even in the preſent 
| life. 


1 27 3 
| life, —This is the defence of the children of God, 
againſt the aſſaults of their adverſaries; this 18 
their ſecurity againſt final ruin, And as the Al- 
mighty Power of - Jehovah is a ſpring of comfort 
to all ſincere Chriſtians on earth, ſo will it be 
to them in a more eminent degree the ſubject of 
joyful celebration. in the realms of . bliſs and 
glory. The attentive ſurvey of Jehovah's works 
will leave a deep impreſſion of his infinite power 
upon the minds of the heayenly inhabitants, 
and no leſs forcible will their conviction be of the 
noble purpoſes for which it hath been and for 
ever ſhall be exerted. —Purpoſes which reflect the 
| higheſt glory upon God himſelf, and which are 
ee happineſs to all who bear bus image. 


Is heaven Jehovah hall be proifed as the Lord 
God Almighty. This character will excite the 
| profoundeſt reverence as well as the higheſt 


', Pleaſure in the breaſts of the heavenly worſhip- 


pers: for as it will proclaim the infinite diſtance 
there is between them, and their Maker, ſo it 
will inſure to them everlaſting peace and ſafety.— 
For what power can controul the will, or alter the 


W of him who 1 in n is infinite ?— | 


> + ho The Joltice and Truth of God's ways ate | 
1 in heaven as well as their great and 
marvellous nature: juſt and true are WP ar 
* ated of... Gina,” 5. 5 
"0 | T hat 


friends and foes; the perfect righteouſneſs of 5 


That God is ſtrictly juſt and unalterably true 
E indiſputable. There cannot poſſibly be any 
ſpecies of iniquity or any taint of falſehood in 

him whoſe nature is perfect. He is the rock, 
his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: 

a God of truth and without iniquity, juſt and 
right is he.“ Deut. xxxii. 4. 


Through the mall * of knowledge indeed, 
ve now poſſeſs, and the remaining folly and pers. 
verſeneſs of our minds, how ready are we to har- 
bour injurious thoughts of his juſtice, and to admit 
'credulous apprehenſions concerning his faithful- 
neſs and truth! For when outward occurrences, 

or inward dealings with our ſouls do not concur 

with our own wiſhes, are we not apt to arraign 

the rectitude of God at the bar of human inqui- 

ſition, or experienee the workings of unbelief 

reſpecting his veracity? To theirſhame and ſor- 

ro the conſciences even of ſincere Chriſtians here 
witneſs againſt them. But although theſe remains 
of a corrupt nature diſcover themſelves on earth, 

yet they ſhall not, even in the ſmalleſt degree, be 
felt in heaven. 


- the upper "wool glorified ſpirits cele- 
brate the Juſtice of God, — his Juſtice towards 


his dealings towards all ranks of creatures in 
m__— on earth, * in hell. — There in a 
A particular 


1 
particular manner do they acknowledge the juſ- 
tice and propriety of all thoſe events which 
puzzled and diſturbed their minds when here 
below; they then look back with entire ſatis- 
faction upon all the methods of divine providence 
and grace while they were pilgrims and ſojour- 
ners here upon earth: the reſpective ſpheres of 
life in which they moved; the bleſſings with 
which their lives were crowned, and the afflictions 
with which they were mingled, the ſpace of time 
which was allotted them in the preſent world, 


and the ſeaſon and manner in which they were 


removed from it. They have no accuſation to 
offer; no complaint to bring againſt the King of 

faints: in the whole of his management they 
heartily acquieſce, and ſing a lofty ſong of praiſe 
to his Juſtice and Rectitude. 


But the heavenly choir. celebrate the 7 ruth 


as well as the juſtice of their Maker. Juſt and 


zrue are thy ways. As a God of Truth the Al- 
mighty hath invariably revealed himſelf in all 
ages; and this title very properly belongs to 
him. For his truth endureth through all gene- 
rations.“ Pſ. c. 3. As ſuch he is juſtly extolled 
by his people now, but in a much nobler manner 
ſhall: he be praiſed on this account hereafter. 
Then the truth of his predictions to the world 
at large; his inviolable regard to the promiſes 

made to the church in every age and in every 
| „ ſtate; 


t J 


ſtate; his fidelity to every individual that has 
made or ſhall make a part of it; his ſteady at- 
tachment to that covenant which through his 
Son he enters into with every true believer : and 
his immutable care® to confer the bleſſings it 

contains, ſhall be the topics of joyful acclama- 
tion by glorified ſpirits.— The unchangeable 
Truth of God will be reſounded through all 
the heavenly regions, and fill the bleſſed inha- 
bitants with adoration and thankſgiving. 


* « J uſt and true are e thy ways, thou King of 
ſaints.” 


The people of God are 8 ſpoken of in 
the ſacred oracles under the title of Saints; and 
with obvious propriety. For although by nature 
they are as corrupt and depraved as others, yet they 

are now by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt made 
habitually holy, 1 Cor. vi. 11. and when they 
tand around the throne of God above ſhall be 


PE * in holineſs, 


Now . pure and wi ſouls have. God 
for their King. The great God indeed is the 
Sovereign of all his creatures. He exerciſes 
univerſal dominion over the works of his hands; 
and his right thereto. is founded on the = 
ture of things, and the relation he bears to 


| yon. He is the Creator and of courſe the So- 
vereign 


[ ar ] 
vereign and Lord of all. All creatures owe him 
ſubjection and obedience, and over all he rules 
without controul. But ſaints are under his pe- 
culiar government. He is their King in a ſenſe 
which can be applied to none but ſuch as fear 
and love him, and have his image drawn upon 
their hearts. Being reconciled to him through 
the death of his Son, God rules over them in 
mercy and love, and for purpoſes as ſalutary to 
them as they are honourable to himſelf. His 
laws are now clearly revealed for the regulation 
of their temper and conduct, and to theſe they 
render fincere and cheerful obedience. His arm 
is now ſtretched out for their protection and ſup- 
port, and under his guardian care they reſt ſe- 
cure and happy. The bleſſings of his govern- 
ment are experienced in part on earth, but ſhall 
be ſtill more richly enjoyed in heaven. All holy 
ſouls now rejoice in this their Sovereign, but in far 
more exalted ſtrains ſhall ſhout forth his praiſes 
under this character when they are hereafter ad- 
mitted into his bliſsful preſence. There ſhall 
God reign over his redeemed through unending 
ages, and the effects of his government to them 

will be unſpeakably advantageous. 


This then is the ſubſtance of the ſong of Moſes 
and the Lamb, as given us in the text, in which 
_ glorified ſpirits moſt devoutly join. 


C 3 This 


2 

1 as J 
This we truſt is the happy, the noble em- 
ployment of our deceaſed friend. While we 
are endeavouring to improve the affecting pro- 
vidence of her removal hence, we have ſatiſ⸗ 
factory reaſon to believe, that her immortal ſpi- 
rit is now inquiſitively ſearching into the works 
of her God and Saviour, and melodiouſly ſing- 
ing with the general aſſembly and church of the 

firſt-born, GREAT AND MARVELLOUS ARE THY 

WORKS, Lorp Gop ALMIGHTY ; JUST any TRUE 
ARE THY WAYS, THOU KiNG OF SAINTS, ® 


x. Let us be thankful fol g pleaſing deſcrip- 
tions of the heavenly er. which are given us 
in the goſpel of Chriſt, 


n are the repreſentations there given us 
of the World of Glory, all of which are of the 
moſt delightful and tranſporting nature. The 
ſeveral images which are there uſed to give us an 
idea of it's bleſſedneſs are inexpreſſibly engaging. 
The figures by which it's employments are de- 
ſeribed are bold and ſtrong. In ſhort, all that is 


This amiable perſon was the wiſe of Mr. Joſeph Johnſon 
of Lawrence-Lane, London; to whom ſhe had been married 
not quite twelve months. She was delivered of a daughter 
pn Monday September 5th, and dicd on the Mouday follows 
3 

: laid 


"TT 1 
faid of the heavenly world in the ſacred Scriptures 
is adapted to give us the livelieſt conceptions our 


minds can form of the ſublime joys and raviſhing 


bliſs which are there to be poſſeſſed. And how 
thankful ought we to be for this information. 
To God, Chriſtians, we owe the diſcoveries as 
well as the hopes of heaven. To him therefore 
render praiſe. Devoutly bleſs him that he hath 
ſet ſuch proſpects before your eyes in the Goſpel 
of his grace to recruit your ſinking ſpirits, to ſup- 
port your feeble minds, under all the dangers and 
toils of your preſent pilgrimage. Attentively no- 
tice this inſtance of divine goodnels ; 3 and let 
God's name be praiſed. ; 

2. Let the conflderadion; of the ſtate to which 
25 aer believing friends are advanced, and 
the manner in which they are employed, mitigate 
our ſorrow on account of their removal hence. 


When our deareſt friends and neareſt relatives 
are by the ſtroke of death removed from our ſight 
it is unnatural not to feel. The ſprings of grief 
are then opened, and ſorrow ſits upon our inking 
hearts. 


But yet we ought not to indulge this ſor- 


row to exceſs: many are the conſiderations 
which have a tendency to moderate it. Amongſt 
which this is one to ſuch as mourn over the diſ- 

C 4 ſolution 
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© folution of thoſe who in the days of their pilgri- 
mage feared and loved God, namely, that their 

removal hence is to their own unſpeakable ad- 
vantage—that they are releaſed from this trouble- 
ſome and finful world, and are with heart: felt joy 
and rapture ſinging the ſong of Moſes and- the 


- With this thought I would wiſh you, my 
Friends, to comfort and ſupport yourſelves, wha 
have been lately viſited with a bereaving diſ- 
penſation of divine providence, and on whoſe ac- 
count more particularly we have been led to the 
\ conſideration of the preſent ſubject. Tour trial 
is ſevere; I heartily ſympathize with you under 
it, and ſhould rejoice to be in any degree inftru- 
mental in relieving your ſorrows, and ſhedding a 
ray of comfort upon your fouls. And ſurely all 
ſources of ſupport and conſolation are not cut off 
even under this melancholy providence. 


The deſire of your eyes, who was much re- 
ſpected while living, and whoſe death is ſincerely 
lamented by many, hath indeed been ſuddenly 
taken from you. But whither is ſhe fled? And 
how is her immortal ſpirit employed? Bleſſed be 
God, you have good evidence that ſhe is now ſing- 
ing the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb. What a 
_ Eonſolation is it that you have reaſon to believe ſhe 
17 yas per called to meet . before ſhe was pre- 
. fo | > —_ 


I 
pared for it! that ſhe did not enter into eternity, 
until by a living faith in Jeſus ſhe had 2 


ber eternal happineſs 


She I hen away indeed at an early period | 
of life; but the life which we truſt ſhe now 


lives is infinitely preferable : reflect on her fe- 


licity, and let that quiet your minds. None 
of the glorified ſpirits wiſh to return to earth 


again. They have dearer friends and nobler joys 


than what this poor periſning world can poſſibly 


afford; and amongſt various topics of praiſe and 
thankſgiving which there engage their thoughts, 
their entire releaſe from the troubles and fins of 
this imperfect ſtate is certainly one. Let theſe 


conſiderations then be cheriſhed and encouraged, 
that your ſouls may ſubmiſſively bow to the di- 


vine will under your preſaat affliction, 


* 


280 Let the ſubject of Fe Songs of Zion be im- 
proved for preſent comfort Great and marvel- 


lous are thy works, Locg God Almighty ; juſt . 
and true are thy ways, 8, thou King of ſaints.” 


This is the ſong of ſaints in heaven, and may very 
pertinently with a view to preſent conſolajion be 


15 ſung by ſaints on earth. 


Are the 3 of God no leſs juſt and true 


than they are great and marvellous? Do they 


as W * his unſpotted rectitude and _ 
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. inviolable faithfulneſs as the exceeding preatnefs_ 
of his power and majeſty? Let every fearful 
thought then be inſtantly diſmiſſed. Let every 
rebellious ſigh be huſhed in the Chriſtian's breaſt. 

We may not now be able to fathom many of the 

depths of divine providence, or to account for 
many of the divine proceedings: yet ſurely it will 
afford preſent joy to reflect that this ſhall be done 
| hereafter. In heaven all clouds of ignorance and 
miſapprehenſion ſhall be removed. There our God 
fully reveals the illuſtrious glories of his Nature, 
Perfections and Works, and the conſequence is 
that he ſhall be loudly and univerſally praiſed. 
What ftreams of preſent comfort flow from theſe 
| truths! Here then let mourning ſouls drink and 


24 ſatisfied, 


4. Lo us all. be ambitious to join ander 
in this delightful ſong, and for that end let us 
now ſeek an intereſt 1 in the Divine Favour rough 


the Redee mer, 


To be Wm kbreafter i is the common wiſh of 
mankind z but oh! on what miftaken grounds do 
many build their expectations of future happineſs! 

In vain, utterly in vain, will it be to expect future fe- 
licity if we are not now intereſted in the Favour of 
God through Jeſus Chriſt ; if our fins are not par- 
doned through the efficacy of bis atonement, and 
= Covenant * peace is not eſtabliſned between God 
| | and 


* * 


J 


E | 

and our ſouls. If you wiſh then to join the com- 
| pany of the children of God in the next world, 
ſeek an intereſt in his love through the Mediator 
in this. To ſpend a bliſsful eternity in ſinging 
the praiſes of God and the Lamb is an object wor- 
thy of our ſupreme ambition. Miſerable ſhall 
| we be indeed if we attain not unto it. But if 
we are thus diſtinguiſhed our happineſs will be 
unutterably great. If therefore any of you have 
hitherto neglected all ſerious concern about a 
matter of ſuch infinite importance, I would ad- 
moniſh you by all that is ſacred to trifle thus 
no longer leſt it ſhould iſſue in your everlaſting 
ruin, 


In a particular manner let that inſtance' of 


mortality which we are this day aiming to im- 
prove quicken your attention to theſe things. 
What ſecurity have you againſt as ſhort a warn- 
ing of death's approach as our deceaſed friend 
was indulged with ? Upon what grounds can you 
ſafely conclude that you ſhall not be amongſt 
thoſe who ſhall next be ſummoned to the Tri- 
bunal of Heaven ? What more brittle than hu- 
man life! What more uncertain than all human 
enjoyments! By this inftance of mortality you 
learn how ſoon the moſt tender and pleaſing con- 
nections may be diſſolved, and how ſuddenly pain- 
ful breaches may be made in the moſt happy 
5 harmonious families. And will you then fix 


7 | your 
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your dependence upon what is ſo treacherous and 
deluſive? Will you direct your ambition toward 
nothing higher or better than this world can 
yield? Strange infatuation ! rather permit me to 
direct it to objetts far more noble, and deſerv- 


| ing, 


; 70 ſee the face of God with comfort hereafter 
' —to join the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt- born whoſe names are written in heaven, and 
with them praiſe and glorify God in a ſtate of 
perfect bliſs for ever—theſe are objects worthy of 
your warmeſt aſpirations, and your moſt vigorous 
purſuit. In a matter of ſuch infinite importance 
it is impoſſible to be too attentive or too diligent. 
To theſe things then let me earneſtly intreat you 
to direct your firſt thoughts, To an intereſt in 
theſe privileges, for your own ſakes, never O 
never be indifferent: and if you really wiſh to 
obtain them, now ſeek an intereſt in the divine 
Favour through the bleſſed Mediator. Ass ſinners 
by nature and practice you have indeed loſt all 
juſt claim to ſo important a bleſſing: but to 
recover this for all true believers the Son of 
God became incarnate; 5 perfectly obeyed the di- 
vine law through every part of his life; at length 
died the accurſed death of the croſs, and as a teſ- 
timony of the efficacy of his ſufferings, and the 
ſucceſs of his mediation roſe from the dead on the 
1 05 25 All therefore who bear the foremen- 
tioned 


— pbd bukd 


kd 4.4 * *”$s 3 9 222 


» & 


————_— 


1 29 1 


tioned character become through him perſonally 


intereſted in the divine favour, and are made 
heirs of eternal ſalvation. Through this exalted 
Mediator the Almighty waits to be gracious. 
« To- day then, if ye will hear his voice, hearden 


not your hearts.” As guilty and condemned crea- 


tures implore the forgiveneſs of your ſins through 
the merits of an all- ſufficient Saviour. As de- 
praved and impotent creatures ſupplicate the re- 
newing influences of God's bleſſed Spirit. Impor- 
tunately pray to be thus diſtinguiſhed. Eagerly 
ſeek to be thus bleſſed. And may God of his 
infinite mercy through Jeſus Chriſt hear your 
prayers, and abundantly fulfil your wiſhes to his 
own glory and your eternal joy. 
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TT is an obſervation oi an inſpired writer, that 

human life © is even a vapour that appeareth 

for a little while, and then vaniſhes away.” This 

; humbling and awakening truth is bere ſtrikingly 

= exemplified; for we are now committing to 

the ſilent grave the body of one, who in the 

bloom of her days was ſuddenly cut off out of 

the land of the living, and quickly ſummoned to 

the bar of God, amidft various * proſpects 
of worldly felicity. 


To her indeed, we have good reaſon to ha 
lieve this folemn change hath proved unſpeak- 
ably advantageous. For as ſhe deſervedly poſ- 
ſeſſed the eſteem of her earthly friends and ac- 
quaintance ; fo ſhe gave ſubſtantial evidence that 
ſhe was not deſtitute of the ſpecial favour of her 


God. This infinitely ARNE bleſſing ſhe was 
3 early 


ꝶ6—— Aa — 


1 31 ] - 
early taught to ſeek after through Jeſus Chriſt 
in this we truſt ſhe was ſavingly intereſted here 
below, and now taſtes the richeſt fruits of it in the 


realms of Glory, 


But as our principal buſineſs on theſe occaſions 
is, to admoniſh and inſtruct the living, and not 
to ſound the praiſes of the dead, who are equally 
indifferent to human cenſure or applauſe; permit 
me therefore to urge upon you thoſe important 
and. uſeful leſſons, which are plainly derived from 

this gloomy and diſtreſſing providence. 


And ſurely one admonition which forces it's 
way to the mind of every attentive obſerver of 
this inſtance of human frailty is this,—* Be ye 
alſo ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think not 
the Son of Man cometh.” The voice which iſ- 
ſues from that opened grave conveys ſuch ſounds 

as theſe to every liſtening - ear.——** Be wiſe be- 
times to ſeek the one thing needful.” 


This affeRing inſtance of mortality reproves 
with irrefiſtible energy their folly and madneſs, 
who fondly preſume on the continuance of life 
for many years to come, and as the effect of that 
ſelf- confidence live without God in the world. 
It perſuaſively calls upon the young and thought- 
leſs, the vain and gay to lay to heart their latter 
end; leſt coming ſuddenly the great arbiter of life 
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andi death ſhould find them unprepared. Lea, ie 
admoniſhes us all, of every age and of every 


character, to draw off our attention from things 
that are ſeen and temporal, and to fix it ſteadily 
on things which are not ſeen and eternal; to die 
in our meditations daily, and to live more than 


_ exyer to the glory of God our Maker. 
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* the 8 of any * — who are 
the ſpectators of this mournful ſcene bear a de- 
* teſtimony, that you have hitherto ſlept on 


. ſecurely in the tents of fin? That you are yet 


in the gall of bitterneſs and the bond of iniquity ? 
That you are deſtitute of the fear, and love of 


God, and utter ſtrangers experimentally to re- 
pentance, faith, and holineſs ? That you never 


yet ſought after the pardon of your ſins, the juſ- 


ttification of your perſons, and the eternal ſalva- 
tion of your immortal ſouls through the obedience 


and ſufferings of Jeſus, and are conſequently 


without hope as to futurity.? Do your con- 
ſciences, I ſay, bear this witneſs againſt you? 


O, then, let not this freſh, admonition be ſhatne- 


1 fully diſregarded.— Hear ye ſinners the awaken- 


ing voice of divine wiſdom z and left ye ſhould 


be ſuddenly cut off in the midſt of your follies 
and fins; under the wrath of God, and the pain- 


ful anticipations of future condemnation, give 


* diligent heed to the things which belong to your 
everlaſting peace. Now is the accepted time, 
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how is the day of ſalvation :” now therefore ſeek 


the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt : now 
implore the influences of the bleſſed Spirit to 
quicken and renew your ſouls, to form them for 
the ſervice of God on earth, and fit them for 
the bleſſed viſion and raviſhing enjoyment of him 
in heaven. — The promiſes of divine grace to re- 
turning finners are full and free. The threaten- 
ings of divine purity and juſtice againſt the finally 
impenitent and unbelieving are moſt ſolemn and 
alarming. Ariſe then ye guilty lleepers, and call 
earneſtly upon an offended, but through the bleſ- 
ſed Emmanuel, a forgiving God, leſt in the 
blackgeſs of darkneſs you ſhould bemoan your 
folly for ever. 


But I truſt ſome preſent are of a contrary cha- 
racter. I entertain the pleaſing perſuaſion, that 
I am now addreſling ſome who have been taught 
the worth, and have been enabled to ſeek after 


the peace and happineſs of their immortal ſouls— 


Who from a deep conviction of the evil of ſin, 


have felt the Iymptoms of evangelical repent- 


ance— Who, from pleaſing diſcoveries of the 
power and grace of Chriſt, have been enabled, 
in the exerciſe of faith, chearfully to entruſt their 


5 ſouls i in his hands; and as the natural effect of a 


| ſoul-ſatisfying knowledge and love of God have 
chearfully entered upon his ſervice, and are joy- 
fully waiting for the promiſed ſalvation. 
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Ta uch chis mournful event conveys much 
wholeſome inſtruction. It ſolemnly warns you, 
Sirs, againſt negligence and floth in your Ma- 
ſter's ſervice. It reminds you of that important 
duty of doing whatſoever your hand findeth to 
do with all your might. It teaches you to ſtand 
prepared for painful diſappointments, and heavy 
trials while you are ſojourners upon earth, to 
converſe more frequently with the great truths 
of your holy religion, to walk humbly and 
cloſely with God, and to live in the conſtant ex- 
en of or approaching diſſolution. 


Lou indeed, the Relatives t * deceaſed 
young friend, are more immediately intereſted in 
this bereaving diſpenſation of divine Providence; 
to you therefore, I would ſuggeſt a few thoughts 
for your comfort and direction. | 


8 "Yau kave loſt, it is true, a valuable and af- 

fectionate relative, and in circumſtances pecu- 
 Garly diſtreſſing: it is no wonder then that your 
tender paſſions are painfully affected. But by 
_ whoſe order and appointment was this done ? 
Even by the order and appointment of that 
great God, who doth all things well Who 
hath an undoubted right to diſpoſe of us and 
our concerns as he Kinks fit, and who in the 
execution of this right will never tranſgreſs the 
_ bounds of juſtice and truth. Peace then to every 
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angry and rebellious thought; and let this be ra- 
ther the ſubmiſſive language of your hearts 


„The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 


away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord,” 


The Ache in the courſe of his Providence 


2 hath been pleaſed to make this unexpected breach 
upon your Family : but, thanks to his rich good- 
neſs and grace, you do not ſorrow as without 


hope; having good evidence, that this your de- 
ceaſed Relative Nleeps | in Jeſus. 


And although you have now conveyed her 


breathleſs corpſe to the ſilent grave, to ſee cor- 


ruption and moulder into duſt ; yet the goſpel of 


our divine Redeemer gives us full aſſurance, that 


there is a period coming when by the finger of 


Omnipotence every grave ſhall be opened, and 
the dead be univerſally raiſed to life again. At 


this ſolemn period every faithful diſciple of Chriſt 


ſhall be raiſed in Glory. This corruptible ſhall 
then put on incorruption, and this mortal, im- 
mortality. The bodies of the ſaints ſhall then be 
faſhioned like unto the glorious body of the di- 
vine Redeemer, and being inhabited by perfectly 


pure and upright. ſpirits, they ſhall enjoy their 
full conſummation of . in the Fong of 
God for evrr. 


7 | on Wherefore 
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-Mharefore comfort ye one another with cheſs 
words, and at the ſame time, let it be your am- 
bition, by God's affiſtance, to be followers of her, 
| who now, we hope, through faith and patience 
Inherits the promiſes, ſo far as ſhe was a follower 
of Chriſt. As earthly ſources of comfort and 
Joy fail, direct your thoughts and deſires to ſuch 
as are heavenly. While your moſt pleaſing and 
tender connections here below are ſuddenly diſ- 
ſolved, let it be yous concern to form a friendly 
connection with that unchangeable God, who 
rules above; a connection unſpeakably beneficial 
and eternally permanent, and which through the 
blood of the covenant is eſtabliſhed with every 
true believer. While the ſhafts of death are 
thus flying near you, and affecting you in a very 
| tender part, let the thoughts of your own. haſten- 
ing diſſolution be familiar to your minds; and 
a may God by the rich ſupplies of his grace enable 
| you wo to live, that you may have no juſt cauſe 
of being afraid to die; but may depart hence 
with ſafety and comfort; have a happy meeting 
: with your dear deceaſed 1 and all the re- 
deemed of the Lord, in the realms of pure and 
perfect bliſs, and there praiſe and ſerve God toge- 
. world without end. Amen. 7 5 
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